
 
 

How to Legally Own a Vehicle 

This site has everything you need and will connect you to your local DMV – www.DMV.org    

How to Use the Site: 

1. Click on Registration & Titling 

 

2. Ignore the Insurance questions on this page, we have a separate section for insurance and we 

don't want you to provide your email and then get swamped with sales solicitations! 

 

3. Click on "Register Vehicle" (in the first box below the insurance section) 

 

4. Click on your state 

 

5. We'll assume you've signed the Title paperwork with your car dealer in real life, but just to be 

familiar with it, after you've clicked on your state you can click on the Title Application link to see 

what it looks like. For Example: The Title application fee in Idaho says it is $14.00. If you purchase a 

used car from an individual then you’ll need to follow instructions for a title transfer. 

 

6. Click on the 'fees' link to see what it costs to register a car in your state. For Example: it states that in 

Idaho a vehicle under 2 years old is $48 to register. 

 

7. Click on the link that brings you to the cost of license plates in your state. For Example: License 

plates that are NOT personalized in Idaho cost $25.00 

 

So, now we know that in Idaho it costs an additional $87.00 AT MINIMUM to register, title and get 

plates for the new car. 

 

"But why can't I get a straight answer of exactly what it costs?" 

 

Because the 'total cost to register a vehicle varies depending on the age, type or weight of the vehicle, 

inspection requirements, your county of residence, etc." 

What is it in your state? Let your Advisor know what you found! 

 

Some states have OTHER fees too. For Example: In New York, N.Y. there are similar fees based on 

the year and weight of the vehicle but there is also a ‘Use Tax/Supplemental Fee’ that is $30 for 2 

years. 

The Next Section of Me & My Money Discusses Insurance! 

http://www.dmv.org/

